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DOCSPACE carried out sample research with audiences for three theatrical 
documentaries: Mahmood Tariq and and Ken Faro’s Injustice, Nick Drake's A skin 
Too Few and : Judith Helfand and Daniel Gold's  Blue Vinyl.  
 Total face to face interviews: 97.�
�
�
 
 
Results from Questionnaire about Documentary screening Injustice, and Nick 
Drake, A skin Too Few (part of Sheffield Touring Documentary Film Festival) 
which were both sold out at the Filmhouse, Edinburgh.  
 
Box Office Totals for all Filmhouse Screenings of Sheffield Touring Documentary 
Film Festival : Total seats available  576.  Total seats sold  478.  number of 
screenings of each film 1. Number of films 8 .  Gross Box Office takings £1581.50   
 
(Note – Sheffield International Documentary Festival had total admissions of  3108 
public,  and 676 delegates in 2001, an increase in  public sales of 30% over the 
previous year ) 
 
Summary: Injustice 
Most people go through word of mouth recommendation and Filmhouse Brochure, 
and because of subject matter ( 80%). Audience were 90%university educated and 
watch less than average television (90%). 30% had not seen a documentary at a 
Cinema before. 95% had been to the venue before. Average age just over thirty. 
Guardian (33%) and Independent (25%) were most read  newspapers. 90% of 
respondents would like to see more docs on the big screen, 
 
Summary:  Nick Drake - A Skin Too Few 
Over half respondents learnt about Nick Drake through Filmhouse Brochure, and 
75% chose to come to the Cinema because of subject matter. Audience were 
95%university educated and  90% watch less than average television. 40% had not 
seen a documentary at a Cinema before. 95% had been to the venue before. Average 
age just under thirty. Main subject interest for more Cinema documentaries is music 
(95%), with international issues, social justice and history all scoring for about 60% 
of respondents. Guardian (40%) was easily the most read newspapers. 90% of 
respondents would like to see more documentaries on the big screen. 
 
Summary: GOld and Helfland - Blue Vinyl 
Most people went through word of mouth or because of a connection with a relevant 
organisation (83%). Half the audience was below 30, most were below 40 (83%) and 
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no one was older than 49. Most viewers were either in full-time employment (39%), 
students (36%) or part-time employment (22%). The Guardian was the most read 
newspaper (67%), followed by local newspapers, possibly The Scotsman and The 
Herald, (47%) and The Independent (22%). The majority watched less than 10 hours 
TV a week (83%). Satisfaction rates were consistently high in terms of rating the 
documentary, finding the experience pleasurable and meeting viewers’ expectations. 
The vast majority were likely to attend another documentary screening if one was 
shown (97%). Most said there were either not enough documentaries in the cinema 
(47%) or that they had seen them rarely (36%). The main subject interest for cinema 
documentaries were political (86%), historical (69%), music (61%), artists (56%) 
and journeys (50%). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questionnaire : Nick Drake - A Skin Too Few   
38  people interviewed 11 February  2002 
 
How did you hear about Nick Drake A Skin Too Few?  
Email     FilmHouse  Brochure 25 Review 2 News   Friends 7 Film Festival 3 FVA 1 
 
Have you been to this venue before? 
No 2Yes 36 
 
Have you seen a documentary at a cinema before? 
No 14 Yes 24 
 
What made you decide to come today? 
Subject matter 28   Review1     Recommend 2    controversy  Doc on Screen 3 cafe1 
 
Which subject interest would bring you to see Cinema documentaries:  sport 7        
music  34 dance  9    social justice    21       environmental issues/nature 11         
family     5     fashion  1        celebrity biopic   12    politics      15         real-life 
dramas   14           meditative/reflective   10   travel/journey  17    international issues   
21   history   21     prize-winning Festival  7      other  (specify)  arts 1 experimental 1 
 
AFTER THE FILM: Would you like to meet the director 18 /main film character  
12/have a debate afterwards 14 /meet other people in audience over a drink 5 / do 
nothing extra? 5 
 
How old are you 15 –25 16      25- 35 13      35-45  3   45 –55  3    55-65  2  over   65    
female 16/male18 
University, College Educated? 35 no 3                 
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Which newpapers do you read?  
Independent 4 Guardian17 Scotsman 3 Observer 4 Glasgow Herald 3 None 6 Times 
2  Socialist Worker  Communist International 1 misc. International 2 Big Issue 1 
Daily Mail 1 Telegraph 1 
 
Less than  31 / more than /average  7hours tv watching? 
 
Like to see more 31/less/existing  3 number of documentaries in cinema? 
Would you be willing to have a follow-up phone call about a Cinema documentary 
focus group?  Agreed 14 
 
 
Questionnaire:   Injustice                                    23 people interviewed 16th Jan 
2002 
 
How did you hear about Injustice?  
Email 2   friend 8    FilmHouse  Brochure 7 Review 6 News 1 
 
Have you been to this venue before? 
No 1 Yes 22 
 
Have you seen a documentary at a cinema before? 
No 7  Yes 16 
 
What made you decide to come today? 
Subject matter 20    Review 2    Recommend 5    controversy 2    meet filmmaker 1 
 
 
 
How old are you 15 –25   9    25- 35  9    35-45 3    45 –55  1    55-65  2   over   65   
0   
      female 8  /male15 
 
University, College Educated? 22  no 1  
           
Which newpapers do you read?  
Economist 1 Independent 7 Metro 2 Guardian 9 Scotsman 5 Observer 3 Glasgow 
Herald 3 None 2 Le Monde 2 Times 1 Socialist Worker 2  
 
Less than20  more than 1 /average  2hours tv watching? 
 
Like to see more 22 /less/existing 1  number of documentaries in cinema? 
 
Would you be willing to have a follow-up phone call about a Cinema documentary 
focus group? 21 agree. 
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DOCSPACE Questionnaire: Judith Helfand and Daniel Gold - Blue Vinyl.  
 
 
How did you find out about the documentary today? 
Venue's mailing list 3 Venue's box office 0 From a friend/family member 18 Local 
press 1 Just passing 1 Other 11 
 
Others included: Indymedia Scotland - 3; Edinburgh Mediabase -1; Camcorder 
Guerilla Weekend- 6; Organiser of the event - 1; Employee at the venue - 1; Flyer - 
1. 
 
Are you 
Male 14 Female 17 
 
Which age range do you fall into? 
Under 30 18 30-39 12 40-49 6 50-59 0 60-69 0 70+ 0 
 
Which of the following best describes your employment? 
Full-time employed 14 (New Deal - 1) Part-time employed 8 Not in full-time 
employment (not retired) 4 Retired 0 Student 13 
 
Which of following newspapers do you read regularly? 
The Times 1 Financial Times 0 Guardian 24 Independent 8 Daily Telegraph 0 Daily 
Mail 0 Daily Express 0 The Mirror 0 The Sun 0 Local newspapers 17 (The Herald - 
1) The Big Issue 1 Morning Star 1 None 2 
 
Do you watch 
Less than ten hours TV per week 30 More than ten hours TV per week 5 About 
average amount of TV 0 
 
The following comment was offered by one respondee who ticked 'less than ten 
hours': 
"Never, except the news and the odd documentary." 
 
AFTER SCREENING 
 
How would you rate the documentary today? 
Very good 27 (One respondee wrote in "Excellent") Quite good 3 Quite poor 0 Very 
poor 0 
 
One respondee ticked no box but wrote 'inspiring'. 
 
Very pleasurable 20 Quite pleasurable 14 Quite disagreeable 0 Very disagreeable 0 
 
One respondee ticked no box but wrote '??' 
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Overall, has the event met or fallen short of your expectations? 
Event surpassed my expectations 22 Event met my expectations 12 Event fell short 
of my expectations 1  
 
Please indicate to what extent do you agree with the statement  'I am glad I came to 
this event'. 
Agree strongly 32 Agree slightly 4 Disagree slightly 0 Disagree strongly 0 
 
If the venue offered you another opportunity to see a documentary how likely would 
you be to attend? 
Very likely 20 Quite likely 15 Quite unlikely 1 Very unlikely 0 
 
Have you seen documentaries in the cinema before? 
Frequently 8 Rarely 13 (One respondee wrote 'only at festival') Not enough 17 Too 
many 0 
 
Would any of these add to your enjoyment of this documentary? 
Reception/social afterwards 16 Q & A with director 23 Public debate afterwards 13 
Relevant handouts 14 
 
Which subjects would you go to see documentaries on? 
Music 22 Your hobby, specify – 6 (The following were offered by respondees: 
Judo / workhammer - 1; football / law - 1; anthropology - 1; social change – 1) 
Dance 9 
Journies 18 Architecture 6 Family life 9 Artists 20 Sports, specify 4 (The following 
were offered by respondees: Boxing / any violent sport / househunting - 1; football / 
golf – 1) History 25 Political 31 
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AIMS DOCSPACE  PILOT to launch Documentary Screenings with extensive  

media  coverage, and initiate sustained coverage  of documentaries  
throughout 18 month duration of  pilot. 

 
PRESS To consolidate  their readership, giving the readers added value/ to 
increase their reader numbers with new readers.  

 
METHOD DOCSPACE PILOT chooses  a special interest group  in 

collaboration with a Reader’s Poll. Liase with special interest  group to 
programme  films in a venue and  time to suit them.  

 
PRESS runs Readers poll, reader offers, and 16 page supplement to 
accompany   documentary  screening  day. 

 
DETAILS PRESS will run freephone  poll of their readers for one month: 
Database is created. Focus groups for research start .A programme is curated by 
Docspace, scheduled in Edinburgh and Glasgow, for five films on a Friday or 
Saturday, with speakers, discussion, video sales etc. PRESS Documentary Day is 
launched. A Reader offer, Prize Draw and 16 page supplement  , with previews, 
interviews and issue-led debateare produced by PRESS. 
 
LINK TO WEBSITE 
PRESS website linked to DOCSPACE website.  Poll can continue on web, with 
hyperlinks to Exhibiting Docspace Theatres and Special Interest Screenings. Use of 
SMS messaging to contact 18 - 25 yr olds.  
 
SPONSORSHIP 
PRESS will raise the sponsorship  required for the costs of the supplement, poll, 
readers’ offers, creative etc. Editorial will be in- kind. Estimated value of 
sponsorship is £60,000. Sponsor gets exposure through supplement, ticket-sales, poll 
and Reader offers, as well as presence in websites. 
 
A model such as this,(although  still in its early stages), gives the best possible 
written exposure to the films screened, with in-depth interviews and feature debate 
around the issues and language of the documentaries .  Such a campaign 
immediately challenges the audience’s assumption that  Documentaries are not 
found in the Cinema. 
�
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