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Peace One Day – Docspace Electronic Press Kit

1. Short Synopsis

PEACE ONE DAY is the story of one man’s attempts to persuade the global community via the United Nations to officially sanction a global ceasefire day; a day of non-violence; a day of Peace.  

This documentary charts the remarkable 5-year journey of the filmmaker as he meets heads of state, Noble Peace Laureates, aid agencies, freedom fighters, media moguls, the innocent victims of war and, eventually, everyone who was anyone at the UN.

An individual genuinely can make a difference: The UN International Day of Peace is now fixed in the calendar on 21st September annually. The real challenge has now begun - to get the world to unite on a day fast approaching. 

2. Synopsis
In September 1999 filmmaker Jeremy Gilley assembled a small group of committed volunteers and began to document an experiment to find out if an ordinary individual could have any impact upon the destiny of the global community.  He decided to try to create the first ever Global Cease-Fire Day in the recorded history of humankind.

Over the next two years – thanks largely to his remarkable ability to persuade people to sponsor the cause with cash, cameras, super 16mm film, air tickets, hotel rooms etc. – Jeremy traveled the globe documenting his journey and the case for the day’s existence.  He met with heads of state, United Nations ambassadors, Nobel Peace Laureates, aid agencies, freedom fighters, media moguls, the innocent victims of war and, eventually, everyone who was anyone at the UN.

His task was to persuade one of the world’s governments to put his idea forward to the United Nations General Assembly so that the first ever Global Cease-Fire Day could be formerly adopted.  It is hard NOT to find support for this cause, but in the world of international politics it takes many trips around the world and months of complex negotiations, to find a government to sponsor the ceasefire resolution. 

Initially, Costa Rican government representatives expressed a strong desire to see the Day become a reality, suggesting that their government would have no difficulty with the idea - all the signs were good; but suddenly, months later the Costa Ricans withdrew from the process.  Finally, after 18 months of negotiations, the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office came forward in support of the initiative - happy and proud to co-sponsor this British filmmaker's idea.  And remarkably, the British government’s support had brought Costa Rica back on board.

On 7th September 2001 GA resolution 55/282 was unanimously adopted by member states of the United Nations establishing a day of global ceasefire and non-violence on the UN International Day of Peace, fixed in the calendar on 21st September annually.

4 days later, on September 11th Jeremy found himself at the United Nations in New York waiting for Secretary-General Kofi Annan to announce the creation of this Day to the world’s media.  Mission genuinely accomplished...finally.

And then the planes hit.

Evacuated from the UN building, Jeremy was trapped in New York for a week.  Filming on the streets throughout the crisis, Jeremy found that the events of 9/11 had in fact strengthened the world's desire for a starting point for peace.  Now more than ever the Day offered people across the globe some hope to cling on to.  The real challenge had now begun - to get the world to unite on a day fast approaching. 

Having filmed every step of the way, the highs and lows, the moments of great hope and despair, Peace One Day is the remarkable film of the remarkable journey of an ordinary individual trying to do something extraordinary. 

“Any new idea is first considered impossible, then it is violently opposed and finally it is accepted as common sense.”  

Dr. Robert Muller, Former Assistant-Secretary-General United Nations

3. Photographs

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Page 1 of 3

[image: image4.jpg]